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The Duke, however, suggested that what Mr. Hus-
kisson probably did say in Liverpool  was   that  he
found   in   the  composition of the   Cabinet  itself a
sufficient guarantee that its measures of policy would
be  such  as  to   promote  the  best  interests   of the
Sovereign and the country.    Huskisson hastened to
explain that this was really what he did mean, and
even what  he did  say ; and the matter might not
have seemed very important at the moment, but it
led to important consequences.     Huskisson's popu-
larity undoubtedly suffered by this dispute ; some of
his best friends thought that he had not done well
when he consented to take office under the Duke of
Wellington, in companionship with other men -who
were avowed opponents of Canning's general policy.
Huskisson himself began to fear that he had probably
made a mistake by consenting to resume office after
Canning's death.    In any case, there was undoubted
antagonism between the principles of Canning, which
were also the principles of Huskisson, and those of the
Duke of Wellington, and other members of the Cabinet.
The first dispute or misunderstanding led to another
dispute  or misunderstanding; and   Huskisson   in   a
moment of anger sent in what the Duke of Welling-
ton understood to be a point-blank resignation of his
office.    Huskisson had not, perhaps, meant so much
as this; and some friends of his, and of Wellington,
endeavoured to bring about their reconciliation.    But
the Duke held firmly or obstinately*to his purpose.
He insisted upon it that Huskisson had resigned his
office, and that there was nothing more to be said in
the matter.    Therefore, there was an end of Hus-